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“A boy to be proud of!" boasted Mr. |
Geollrey Burridge "He graduntes
with the highest honors tomorrow, It
has been rather harsh and cheerless
for a warm-hearted, lovable fellow
lka Chester to know nothing of the
Joys of a real home, but my system
has carrled bhim through ail the trials
and tests incldental to a live, up-to-
date young fellow, and 1 congratulate
myself. Yes, sir—I feel & glowing con

sclousness of having done a gredt
hl':h'“
Hayden Storm, college l

subtutor
bowad In apparent nequiescence witd
the vaunting mood of his compation

The while he smiled to himself. Mr, |

Burridge was in a garrulous mood and
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Result: The star |
tem. Hah!"™ ’
Again, covertly, almost satirically.
Hayden Stor miled. Then, the go
idate, over-cou ous subordinate of o I

bowed # dignified |

adieu to hls companion as

gtrolled away
"System!

€d,

grent college, he

tha latter
Diseipline!™ he comment- |

“How little he Knows! Chester i-'_l

~
|

|
“System! Discipline!™ He Commented. |

indeed, a model young man, but how it |
would astound that stubboro-leaded
old mule to kuow the
the cagel"

The loyal-hearted suobtutor proceed-
ed to the room of Chester Burridge an
hour later, When Mr, Burrldge hnd
incldentally remarked that Storm had
been close and kind Lo bis son, he only
touched the surface of vast underlying
{acts. More than that had Btorm been

pulde, counsellor. true, true friend

Never was a4 conceited self-opinion-
ated moan more at sea than Mr. Bur
r It was true he had received
| reports ouly of his son. But

tully screened from his Kknowl

real merits of

item ol |

He epoke of Miss Eros Winsted, whom
Chegter loved, and wondered how his
stern exacting father would take the
announcement of their engagement,
Mies Erns Winsted, daintly, petite
nond - lovely, trembled with puspense
and then thrilled with delight when
the graduntion exercisos began the
next da She had selected a shad-
owed corner of the great auditorium,
to be alone and shielded from obaer
vation, so she could enjoy Lhe rapture
of weolng her brave lover recolye the

| firat prise,

Near to her was seated a lady well
dressed and deeply velled, 8he, too,
geomed to be intensely interested in
the maln orator of the oceaslon. Erna
could not fail to observe evidences of
the deapeat emotion.

The stranger breathed tremulously.
once she seemed to sob and weep.
Then some incoherent words, appur-
ently of joy. left her lips

And then, with a slight moan she
swiyed to one side, and, her bhead sink-
Ing directly into the lap of the aston
lehed Krig, she lay thers (nsensible

Miss Winsted did not wish to create
any commotion, for Just then the pre

sentation of the ormtorical prige was |
being mode tEhe tactfully brushed
aside the and pressed a phial of
smelling ts to the nostrile of the
unconscions lady.
Slowly the itter revived, She stared
nt her gentle 1 ¢, Just
r Burrlige. radiant th
the ox ment and triamph of the
OQCE DU out his falr lances
i w8 al 1 ed 1
it he 1 gni
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Hulf an hour later
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He had o story to tell
told it well,

Geoffrey his own

and be

room

It made the stubborn-headed old
mule wince to learn that to the lost
wife and ber auxilinry, Storm, was

due the making of his son,
But, perverse as he was, hig heart

recognized the true merits of the devo- |

tion of the wife he had misjudged
“You—you are a good man,” he said

humbly “l admit my fault. As to
Mre, Burridge—"

1= she not worth reclalming?™
gently | ated the subtutor

Then both went to the hotel, Storm
wns first to present himself to the
bappy trio in the room of Mrs. Bur
ridre.

A forunate vouth, truly, Chester Bur
ridge adjudged hi 1f in that signal
hour of youth's victory. He saw the
i ged he | that
[ vould dispute him hls bride

And Hayden Storm smiled. satisfied

supremely. Then, noble man that he
was, he went back to hls lonely loil
{fe sweetened by the good he had

NOT SUNDAY SCHOOL TEXT|

Johnny's Badge, With Its Inscription,
Gave Pastor Something in the
MNature of a Shock.

Little Jack was inordinately prond
the big, round badge which his
father hod brought home from the Au-
tomoblle show. It had a picture of a
famous auntomoblle on one side, and o
motto in large golden letters on the
other, He wore it to Sunday school
The pastor walked down among the

of

“scholars,” smiling upon each bright-
faced little boy and girl, after the
time-honored fashion of pastors on

such errand bent. The badge on the
little boy's coat caught his eve
“Ah, my =on, whal have you there?"

edege had been the thousand and one
missteps, errors and escapades that
fall to the lot of any unexperienced |
young min

Chester had sown “wild oats,” but
only in patches. Always at hig side,
kind, brotherly, extenuating, there had
been Storm. Older than his protege,
generally strict and solemn, had
won the confildence, the the
love of the impetuous lad,

"Temorrow we partl, Storm,” spoke
Chester, with gentuine sadness, as they
it together, “Dear old friend, how |
nhall miss you! To think of how you
have guided me, shielded me, made a
man of me! And at what expense! Old
fellow, there |8 a long score to settle”

“Not of money,"” responded Storm
seriously.

“Why—"

“That has been supplicd by an-
other.”

“*You mean?* exclaimed the mysti-
fled Chester.

“Your mother. "

he
regard,

“Oh, impossible!l™
“Listen."
Then Hayden Storm recited a

strange wtory. He told how, a month
after the father of Chester had placed
Chester at the college, a velled ludy
had called pponm him. 1t was Mrs
Burridge. 8he spoke of the Implacable
obstinacy and rigorous rules of her
husband., At the first boyish outbreak
of Chester ha would spoll his life by
chiding him. A natura lke that of
Chester, galled by suppression and
cersure, would revolt. She had bagged
of Mr. Btorm to become his guardian,
and gave kim money to see that the

“My mother!” breathed Chester lo-
tenpely, “How | have misjudged her
—oh, where is she?"

the subtutor, “My desr
bay, It has been a labor of love to belp
i 1 am proud of you!"

cal
"“Your golden text? That's very nice,
indeed. And what does it say?
Little Jack held It up for ingpection,
The pastor's fatherly smile did not
disappear, but ryou might say It stif-
fened as he read Jack's golden text:
“Ain't it Hell to be Poor!™

Turk Always a Fatalist,

Rellgion 1 the one and anly topic
the Turk cares to discuss. It gontrols
hig every act. Nothing affects his be-
lief. No reasoning can prevall against
his faith, The Turk. especially the
uneivilized Turk, s very roliglous and
fanatical. Fanatieal, be It understood,
it you ridicule his religion. He prac-
tices that scrupulously—five times »
day, a pllgrimage to Mecca at least
once in bis life, If possible—such are
the precepts of his religion which he
never forgets.  After all, the Turk i
& fatalist and is fated to remaln so
He appears quite contented with his
fate. As the Koran says, “"Each na-
tion has its turn, When the appointed
time comres men can nelther retard It
nor hosten i

Because It Had No Hard Usage.

A couple were discussing a certain
cheap store, he In defense and she the
negative, "Say, look at this pocket-
book, | bought it for n dime almost
a year ago. Not worn a bit,” he said
“Well, that's because you don't take
it out of your pocket enough,” she
sald, and the argument was closed.—
Kunsus City Star.

A Vexatious Woman,

“No wonder Mr, Dlowster frequently
loses his temper'”

“Why so?™

“Mrs. Blowster aggravates him all
through the winter monthe by saying
repentedly, ‘Henry, when you shbake
down the furnace you needn’t iry to

- L
A .‘I.l."

. Al
¥ -

shake down the house.” ™

“That's my golden text" answered |
Jock eagerly, beaming lke o t-hc:asy-l

One of the fnds of the hour, which
# particularly  strong  with  debn
tantes nnd other voulhful devotees of
fashion, s the Cleopatra hendband
This s n very simple hair ornament
o be ecalled after the wonderful queen
whoge pame s assoclated In our

le with all things splendid and im

It in made of sparkling
stanes and binds the brow after
mnner of Egyptian and other
And It Is entirely suc

Hel

piatterns of this new hair orna-
shown in the ploture. They
mong the prettiest of many de
ill made In about the same
! ome variation In lh(-l
the smaller
» more elaborate (g

are

Elones

15 l¥, represent more work In
miking the band, and are therefore
more coxpensive. Aill the bands of
brill are mounted on narrow vel-
vet ribbon and fastem with a snap
fastener or hook and thread eyve, at

the hack

The Cleopatra band looks well with
nearly all the new cofffures, which is
one pood reason for its popularity, It
shown here worn with the “Bobby"
This particular style seems
impressed ftgell on women

more forcibly and more favorably than

any other recently luunched. Some
persons have gone o (ar ag to have |
thelr hnlf bobbed at ench side, In or-
der to adopt the new style, but hale
dressers munage to aschieve the right
elfect without resorting to 5o extreme
n measure. If the halr is not too long
it can be rolled and turned under at
the sides. It I8 ecolled at the back,

rather Gat to the hend

Do not Imagine thut the Cleopatra
band is confined to the usé of youlh-
ful malds It looks unusually well
with those styles of halrdressing In

which the middle part in the halr is
used, nnd lenda {its brilliance to many
a stately colffure that matrons ail-
fect.

Scarfs Match Hangings.

The searfs for the furniture of your
room may be made to match the
hangings by cutting out single mo-
tifs of cretonne and applying them
to the secarf ends. Place them on
the material in an sttractive way and
baste. They ¢an elther be gewed with
an overand-over stitch around the
edge or buttonhole in place. If, how-
ever, you wish a quicker method, ma-
chine stitch cloge to the edge around
the enfire motif,

Distinctive Style

in Utility Coat

LI
Ty

"t

THHIHH

Ei8 it stiny

|  Fur the woman of AVerage means, a
sepamte cont, to be worn with frocks
of varikd charactor, I8 a necesaity of
the wardrobe. Such a cont needs to
be enrefully selected, since it is o do
duty as a street coat, for traveling, for
driving in the auto, and for such oces-
sions as may demand a sport coat
Hut great numbers of separate coats
were designed this spring that are
suitable for all-round service, and have
much style to recommend them a8
well.

Among them, coats of covert cloth
in tan and kindred shades and those
In black and white checks seem really
to fit in sverywhere. They are full
of style and snap; just the sort of
garment that the American woman
needs aond delights in.

A fine example of the general utility
cont I8 pletured here. It Ie a black-
and-white check, with collar and cuffs
in leather color. These uccessories
are often shown In emerald green and
in black with white plpings, so that
there is a cholce In color. The coat,
a8 pictured, is worn over a frock of
black taffeta. A combloation of hlack
and white sppears in the Breton salloy
hat and is repeated in the low walk-

B i T o

The Coiffure,

Befoye we choose our hat or toque
we mpht make sure of our hair, The
latest mode seems (o be to hide the
cars; the forehead iy seen. The out-
line Is simpla, but it is trying to any
but the young and good looking. A
thin face, nod one an which the trials
of life have set thelr mark, Is helped
a good deal by the soft curls on the
forehoead. ..

Now g0 many sbjure apy wavlug or
curls, and trust to the hair as oature
made it, but ssslsted by art where

1

ing shoes. No one needs to be as
sured of the smart appearance of such
A tollette for the promenade,

But an equally pleasing picture pre-
sents itself if one imugines the coat
worn for traveling. The hat might
be & Panama or small outing shape,
the shoes have tops of tan-colored
cloth, and the drega be a plain suspen.
der model worn with pongee shirt
walst. The coat would fit in and com-
plete & perfect outfit for the journey.

These conts are all cut on flaring
lines, but they wary somewhat in
length. Pockets and buttons are fea-
tured In thelr finishing. There is a
great varlety of styles in collars, and
in the covert models buttons, collars
and euffs are usuaily all of the cloth.

In selecting a vont for general wear
it is necessary to make sure that the
matorial has been shrunk or is water
proofed,

JULIA BOTTOMLEY.

Outing Collars.
\\'hether the blouse in of silk, tulle
or crops, the collars are ahaped like
the collar on & man's outing shirt and
are held together in front with a bow,

lnked buttons or & long bar pin.

the treases were not abundant enough.
Many faston the hair on the top of the
hend with a handsome comb, Some-
times one solitary lock falls In the cen.
ter of the forehead; thiz suits young
and small features

Quite a Shock.
He—"What made you seom so ap-
got the day we became engaged? You
knew 1 was going lo propose, didn't
you?® She—"Oh, yes. But 1 had e
fden 1 was golng 0 sccepl you."—

‘Boston Transeriph

AFRO-AMERICAN _CULLINGS

— R N

“Oen. Bob"” Smalls, who died recent-
Iy at his home in Beaufort, 8, C., was
one of the richest and most noted Ne-
groes of bis time. Born in Beaufort
In 1838, a slave, he spent lis early
boyhood on the river and was made
plot of the Confederate gunboat
Planter, which was used as a dlspatch
boat by the post commander of
Charleston. Under cover of darkness
one night in 1862, when all the white
officers of the bout were pehore, Smalls
took her out under the Confederate
guns and delivered her and her crew
of elght men over to the Union au-
thorities.

He was well rewarded for this serv-
lee and made a pllot In the navy. He
was serving in that capaeity on the
monitor Keokuk when the vessel was
struck 96 times In the attack on Fort
Sumter on April 7, 1863, slnking the
next morning just after the crew had
been faken off.

Another stary of his coolness under
fire I8 related of Bmalls in conneection
with the Planter. He was on her deck
on one occasion when she wasg runniog
a gantlet of fire from the Confeder
ate batteries, but another man wae in
charge of her as pilot. Suddenly this
mnn's nerve broke completely, nud he
left the wheel and hid in the coal
bunkers, Far ‘& few moments the
Plunter wns without a pliot. Then
Smalls realized what had happened,
rushed into the whoeelhouse, and
brought the boat through snccessfully.
AL the cloge of the war a bill wos
Introduced into congress to make him
o captain on the retired lst, but the
bill was tabled on the ground that no
clvilinu had been made an officer on
the retired list for services rendered,
and that it would create a bad pre-
cedent,

Although absolutely poor and flit-
erate when he first arrived in the
Union Hnes, Smalls was both shrewd
and courngeous in faclog big risks.
His suddon wealth did not spoil him.
He hoarded it untll he saw a good
chance for lnvestment In buying up
the rich farm lands which were golng
under the hammer to meet unpald
taxes. His title to these Iands wWas
challenged, but a decision of the su-
preme court proved his claim to them.

Smalls soon entered politics. First
he was In the state legislature, and
then served several terms [n qongress,
While there he once got Into trouble,

| and it was a white senator from South

Carolina, representing some of the
bluest blood of the state, who helped
him out of the diMculty.

A state law in South Carolinn made
It & penal offense for a legislator to
accept réeward for voting in a certain
way for any legislation. While a mem-
ber of the legiglature, Bmalls was guilty
of brerking this law inh the case of
one bill. His political enemies found
It out and arrested him on the charge.
This happened just when he was go-
ing to take his seat in congress as a
representative from South Carolina.
He seccured bail, proceeded immedi-
ately to Wabhington, and then claimed
exemption. from the charge In the
state courts on the ground that he
was a member of the federal legisla-
ture, This clalm was not allowed,
however, and had it not been for the

| help of the South Carolina senator,

who, by the way, held the conven-
tionnl southern views as to the statos
of Negroes, Smalls’ politlical career
might bave come to a sudden close.
Although he never mentioned the in-
cident in any of his autobiographical
writings, it is said that he never de-

nled (ts truth.

He fnally tailed to be reelected
whon the Democrats regained control
of this constituency im South Carolina.

President MoKinley appointed
Smalls Collector of the Port of Beuu-
fort, and this post he held under sue-
ceeding administrations untll  Presi-
dent Wileon displaced him in 1013. He
wae always a staunch Republican and
was dolegate to several national con-
ventions, “General Dob" sequired his
title from his connection with his
dtate militla. In 1871 he was appoint-
ed leutenant-colonel in the Third regl-
ment and had rigren to the rank of
major-general of the Second division
when be was legislated out of the posi-
tion in 1877,

Al New Orleans a short time ago
the tmoest notable gathering of Ne-
groes in thls country was held—the
Dishops' Councll of the African Meth-
odist Episcopal c¢hurch., These bishe
ops came from Philadelphia, Baltimore,
Chicago, WiHberforce, Ohio, Atlanta,
Little NMoek, Detroit, Columbla, 8. C.,
and Nashville, and represent more than
six thousand churches scattered over
tha eountry and In foreign lands.

Perhaps no organization of Negroes
has n mbre Interesting history than
the African Methodist Eplscopal
church. February 14, the one hundred
and fitty-fifth anniversary of the birth
of its founder, Richard Allen, who
wus born a slave in Philadelphin, Pa.,
February 14, 1760, when slavery flour-
fshed In the North as well as the
South. He was, however, an extra-
ordinary man, even as a slave. He
caused the conversion of his own mas-
ter, who proposed to let him buy his
freedom. He saved by working at odd
times, and about 1780, purchased his
freedom and that of his brother for
$2.000,

He then went out as a preacher, In
1784 he wae present as a spectator
at the first Methodist general confer-
ence at Baltimore, Md., In 1786 he lo-
cated in Philadelphia after preaching
In New Jersey, Delawars and Mary-
land. About this time the number of
Negroes, or as they were called then
“Africans,” belonging to St, George's
Methodist churchh was very great—in-
deed, so great that the trustees
thought it best to confine them to a
certaln portion of the church. Many
of them, however, preferred to have
their own church, so that in 1787 they
withdrew from 8t. George's church
aud started an “African” Methodist
church. In 1794, they purchased an
old blacksmith shop and moved It up-
on & lot which they had purchased,
and began worship there, “under their
own vine and fig tree,” In what they
chose to call Bethel African Methodist
church. This property cost less than
$1,000. It is =till owned by the church
and I8 worth today more than $100.-
000, and 18 the oldest plece of property
owned by o large Negro organization.

Allen wns n grest leader and soon
had a flourishing church. Meanwhile
In New York, New Jersey and Mary-
land,other Independent Negro churches
were established. He conceived the
idea of getting these together into one
compiact geneYul organizationi After
visiting them Wie extended an invita.
tion to meet In Philadelphia In April,
1816, to form a Christian denomina-
tionul body under the name of the
“African Methodist Eplscopal church.”
This wus done, and Richard Allen was
elected and ordained the first bishop
of this church, and the first Negro
bishop in America,

e

Our work in the South is absorbing
and interesting because of what has
been done wnd beecause of what re-
mnlng to be done. In New York
stale, for example, sach child in the
publie school has spent on his educa-
tion about $26, In Alabama each
Negro child has spent on his educa-
tion from the public school fund §1.48.
In New Jergey each child has spent
upon it from the public school fund
§31, Each Negro child in Georgla hus
snent upon him for bis education from
the public school fund $1.:2. In NI
nois each child In the public gchoals
has spent upon him from the publie
sehool fund $23. In South Carolina
each Negro child has spent upon him
for his education from the publie
school fund §$1.08,

In & state ke New York from seven
to nine years are required to com-
plote & public school course of nine
months in the year. Under present
conditions, it will require 14 years
for & Negro child to complete a pub-
lle schoal course of nine months in the
yvear In Virginia. In Florida 20 years
would be reguired; In Alabama 24
years would be required; in Loulsi-

A e ot

ann 26 years would be required, and
in Bouth Carolina 31 years would be
required, These fgures give an in-
sight into the work that yet remains,
In Mississippl, for example, only 60
per cent of the Negro children arc en-
rolled in the public schools; in Geor-
gla, Alabama and South. Carolina only
a little over 40 per cent of the Negro
children are enrolled. In many of
the countles of the South from ten to
fifteen times more money s spent on
the education of the white child in the
public schools than is spent on the
education of the Negro child, These
conditions must be changed in the in-
terest of the Negro and in the inter-
est of the white man, who cannot ens
Joy the highest degree of culture un-
til a sense of justice controls him in
the distribution of the public school
funds.—Booker Washington,

011 lamps lighted the Lopndon streets
in 1861 and onward, while gas came
Into use just over 100 years ago,

Statlonary steam, oll and gas cn;ln;
plants of the United States are produe-

Ing about 20,000,000 horsepower.

For traffic on Lake Akanogan, Brit-
Ish Columbia, the Canadian Pacific
rallway has launched a steamer 200
feet long and 40 feet wide, steam heat-
ed and electrically lighted, and with
B passenger capacity of 400.

When a politician is in the hande of
his friends be lsn't always particular
where his friends' hands are

The man who marries a woman
with an Independent fortune also gets
an independent wile.

o

The most lelsurely parade Is that
glven by the man who has caught a
good-sized siring of fish. Next to that
the most lelsurely parade is the one
glven by the fellow who made o home
run with the basés full,

/

Although most of tha cities in Japan
have good sldewalks, modern street
paving {8 practically unknown in the
empire,

A loafer's favorite ocupation Is

watehing other men at work.

N

Who invented Khak!?

The answer to the question, "Who
fnvented kbaki?* (s pot easy, al
though we all know that the adoption
of khaki by our army dates back to
the Scuth African war, It will sur-
prise most people, suys the Liverpool
Mercury, to be told that nearly ffty

of our troops. W. G. Herdman, the
artist, and sutbor of “Avclent Liver-
peol,” writing ln 1869, condemaned the

e ~
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red uniforms of the British and the
white uniforms of the Ausirian ar
miea as the worst possible colors, hay-
lng regard to thelr visibility at long
distances. Ha added, “If armies went
into actlon clothed In n gray-green all
over, head or cap and all, they could
not be distingulshed till close to.”

Also Some Leveler,

Love Ia not the only thing that ean
level ranks. For Instanve, thers ls
leaving n duke out of fatherinlaw's
will —New York World
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LESSON FOR MAY 2

SAUL

TRIES TO KILL DAVID.

LESSON TEXT--1 Sanuel 10(1-12,
GOLDEN TEXT—Whoss puttoth  lie
::I.;f In ths Lord whall he safe.—Prov.

Although ancinted by Samuel, vie-
torfous in arms apd promoted at court,
David was many years in renching his
throne. At first both court and army
did him honor (ch. 18:2), yet he con-
ducted himself with grest modesty
(18:18, 23). He also obeyed the king
explicitly though he knew fully that
he wae the Godappointed successor
of Saul. Fscapes as wondeMul and as
providential as David's oceur in the
lives of most of us If we 20uld but
know them, '

I, David and Jonathan, vy, 12, The
story of the love of David and Jona-
than Is n classle. With such eloze
family relations and a son-dnlaw so
successful at arms 1t {8 strange that
Snul's anger should vent Itself upon
David. At first Sanl wae much at-
tached to David but the admiration of
the people for David aroused his jeal-
ousy, foh. 18:8) and jealousy is pecu.
linrly a soldler's disease. The slave of
Jealousy never has peace. As sin and
disobedlence developed In his life Sanl
beeame subject to Nts of {nsane rage
during one of which, as David played
apon his harp and endeavored to quiet
the monarch's epirit, ha hurled =
javelln, which gerved as his scepter,
at (he harpist (ch. 10:10), Baul felt
that David was divinely protected and
he knew that God had departed from
his own lfe (15:23; 16:14). Baul did
not keep his griof and rage to himself
for Jonathan and the unantion alike
knew all about It. Jonathan gladly
necepted God's decree, willingly gave
up his righte in the kingdom yet he
was loyal to his father. It Is o tender
and touching story of Jonathan's love
for his friend David, and at the same
time his loyalty to his father Saul
He “delighted muech fn David" (v. 2),
gave full, explicit warning to David,
and also gought to intercede with Saul,

Il. Saul and Jonathan, wv. 47, It
took courage and self-sacrifice on
Jonathan's part to speak on behalf of
David. Prudence and principle are
combined in Jonathan's plea. Those
who envy Include In theilr hate and
anger all who speak kindly Ip behalf
of thelr enemy. But Jonathan’s argu-
ment (vv. 4, B5) {8 unanswerable.
David had pot sinned agalnst Saul; it
was Jehovah who “wrought a great
salvation for all Tsrael” on the dny
David took his life in his hand and
overcame Goliath. Jonathan pleads for
God as well as for his friend. He
called to Saul's memory his former
joy at seeing Jehovah's victory
through David and for the time being
8aul was persunded (v. §) and made
another of those Impetuous promises
which proved so fleeting. Ushered by
Jonathan (Matt, 5:9) David returned
to Saul's presence, entered once more
upon the discharge of hia duties and
desisted only when he saw that his
presence only aggravated the klng and
that he was uselessly exposing his life
in Saul's presence, David wag faith-
ful to God and to God's ancinted king

I, Michal and David, wvv. B-12,
Saul's hatred was too deep to be per-
manently overcome. David went out
and won & great victory over the Phl-
listines and as he followed his courtly
duty, Saul burst ont with a fresh at-
tack (vv. 8 9). David had married
Michal when about twenty-one years
of age and Saul's attacks occurred dur-
ing the next three years. The evil
spirit mentioned was a demon (18:10;
Acts 16:16-18; Mark 1:23-28), a mes-
senger of Satan permitted by God for
Saul's discipline (II Cor. 12:7). God
permits evil to come upon men not to
tempt them—soliclt them to do wrong
—but to bring them to repentance or
to refine them as pure gold Thus evil
may be sald to do God's work (ch.
4:1) “to be sent from Jehovah'"

On the other hand il men will not
have the good spirit, the spirit of
truth, then God glves them ovar to
error and evil spirits (11 Thess. 2:10-
12). Doubtless David was on his
guard for when his Insanily caused
Saunl agaln to atlack him he fled (v.
10). Messengers were at once dis.
patched to his house (v. 11) and
Michal lowered David from a window
at some unguarded polnt, and ag the
eples escaped from Jericho, and Paul
from Damascus, so he escaped from
his dangerous position. There are
suggestions In the Psalms which
would indlcate his grief over these
experiences.

Michal's stratagem (vv. 1817) was
“one not necessarily sanctioned by
God, though he- bore with It for it oe-
curred at that ‘time of ignorance’
which 'God overlooked. *—Edersheim.

V. Summary. All who envy are
murderers at heart (Matt, 27:18; 1.John
3:12, 16). The present day murderers
hurl thelr javellns of slander, lying
and vituperation agoainst the reéputa-
tlon of the men whom they hate. Or
else they hurl unfalr and unjust busl-
ness mothods at othera that they may
perpetunte thelr power or else bulld
themselves up upon the ruins of those
whom they envy. Saul missed David
but he wae no less & murderer. Batan
nlways overshoots the mark when he
nasnils one of God's anointed, chosen
ones, Saul could not harm David
though he wished to ever so much
(Pu, 87:82, 83; Isn. 64:17; Luke 4:30;
10:39), Saul's hatred stopped not even
at the threshold of Davld's house but
fnvaded the sacred precinots of his
home. Envy is blind, it assalls all
that n man has, spares none with

whom he 18 connected and colors ev-

ery act and relation of life even Lo the
relations of father and child. Saul
was frustrated by his own children,
Jonathan and Michal. David's danger
was imminent, hence his speedy es
cape.

|




